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FIRST INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, the 
accompanying information is being submitted in accordance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 
1.98. It is requested that the Examiner consider the documents listed on the accompanying 
Form PTO-1449, as well as the enclosed copy of the International Search Report (provided 
in English and French) issued in connection with International Appln. No. PCT/FR03/02697. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .98, a copy of each of the documents cited is enclosed. 

One of the cited references , Dhimane et al., is not in English. No English translation 
is available; however, the English-language International Search Report serves as the 
requisite brief statement of relevance. 

This Statement, Form PTO-1449 and cited documents are being submitted within 
three (3) months of the filing or entry of the national stage of this application or before the 
first Office Action on the merits, whichever is later. Since these documents are being filed 
within the time period set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b), no fee or statement is required. 
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It is respectfully requested that the Examiner consider this Statement and 
accompanying papers and documents and return an Examiner-initialed copy of the Form 
PTO-1449 to the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Burns, Doane, Swecker & Mathis, l.l.p. 



Date March 11. 2005 
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